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only reason why these purloiners of the public, cause such a
clutter to be made about their reputations, is to prevent
inquisitions, that might tend towards making them refund:
like those women they call shoplifters, who when they are
challenged for their thefts, appear to be mighty angry and
affronted, for fear of being searched.

I will dismiss you, Sir, when I have taken notice of one
particular. Perhaps you may have observed in the tolerated
factious papers of the week, that the E[arl] of R[ochester]l is
frequently reflected on for having been ecclesiastical com-
missioner and lord treasurer, in the reign of the late King
James. The fact is true; and it will not be denied to his
immortal honour, that because he could not comply with
the measures then taking, he resigned both those employ-
ments; of which the latter was immediately supplied by a
commission, composed of two popish lords and the present
E[ar]l of G[o]d[o]l[phi]n.2

1                                     Laurence Hyde, Earl of Rochester, was lord treasurer from i68|-
to i68f, when five commissioners were appointed : Lord Belasyse^ Lord
Godolphm, Lord Dover, Sir John Ernie (chancellor of the exchequer),
and Sir Stephen Foxe.   [T. S.]

2                                     "The Medley," No. 22 (February 26th, 1711) remarks on this:
"He might have said with as much truth, 'twas supplied by my Lord

G--- and two Protestant knights, Sir Stephen Fox and Sir John

Ernie."  [T. S.]